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Libra- It's time to stop waf- ~ 


Aquarius- Playing a passive 
ey in a romantic situation 
may be your best bet. If you 
want to make it to the crisper 
drawer, just stay cool as a cu- 
cumber. 


Pisces- Take the easy road, 
the path of least resistance, 
in all of your endeavors this 
week. Challenge is not inher- 
ently rewarding. Give you a 
break. You'll get there. 


Aries- You're likely to find a 
small adventure in an unex- 
pected place this week. Dive 
down every rabbit hole you 
find and you're sure to be the 
better for it. 


Taurus- Try not to clash over 
every little thing this week. 
Let other people do their 
own things and keep your 
emourh shut or you will alien- 
ate someone close to you. 


Gemini- Strength to you 
in your unique aspects this 
week! It's time to show who 
you really are to your close 
friends. The ones that count 
will love you regardless. 
Cancer- Find a dynamic bal- 
ance between.alone time 
and socialization this week. If 
you don't do both, whatever 
you choose will feel hollow. 


Leo- You will draw strength 
from your friends this week. 
Let them help you when 
you need it and you'll get so 
much more accomplished. 

Virgo- Grasp the reins of 
power this week and use 
your awesome judgement 
and interpersonal skills to 


mow down any competition. 
Be fair but brutal. 


fling and make a decision. 
The wrong answer will suck if 
you choose it, but it's better 
to do the thing than live with 
a fear of doing the thing. 


Scorpio- Your rational fore- 
sight is at a strange ebb tide 
this week. Don't make any 
ley e€ money decisions or 

ole out any serious loans. 
ie hold steady. 
Sagittarius- You have 1 
friendship token! You can use 
this to consciously escalate 
the intensity of any relation- 
ship you choose. 


Capricorn- Listen to your 
body. It's telling you some- 
thing important. Follow urg- 
es and strange hankerings. 
Eat weird stuff. 


T_T, 


a 


Ask Hannah Wren 


Dear Hannah, 


On the same general topic as the ques- 
tion you just answered. !am a male and 
lidentify as a feminist. Do you have sug- 
gestions for ways to deal with situations 
where, say, I'm walking alone, a woman 
is also walking alone but near me, and 
another male, not associated with ei- 
ther of us, cat calls the woman and she 
is clearly not into it? My default is to do 
nothing, but | sometimes feel that by 
not expressing that | don't agree with 
the situation that I'm avoiding a kind of 
social responsibility. | also don't want to 
come off as a White Knight and rob her 
of her agency to handle the situation in 
her own way. Do you have any thoughts 
on this? 


Thanks, 
Anon 


My dear anon, 


Thank you for this. I’m so glad to keep 
talking about this stuff — sex and gen- 
der and agency and power and public 
spaces. The dilemma you describe is 
a common one, if my male acquain- 
tance is any indication. (& two or three 
This American Lifes ago Mike Bribig- 
lia told such a funny version of it. The 
“Good Guys” episode. | recommend it). 
The Admirer fielded a similar question 
once a few seasons ago, before my 
tenure. The answer was so right on, | 
think, that it bears repeating. Here's 
what dear old Lyra had to say: 


LLC, 


Thanks for noticing how universally 
unpleasant it is to hear “smile, baby” or 
“damn girl!” every time one gets on a 
subway or walks more than 3 consecu- 
tive blocks. Ya kind of harden your skin 
after awhile, but it is always unpleas- 
ant, and does contribute to an uncom- 
fortable/unsafe environment. Women 
have few options, as a “shut the fuck 
up, asshole” is likely to be interpreted as 
flirty, or worse yet, “feisty.” Saying noth- 
ing and being passive and aloof doesn't 
feel good either. My typical response is 
to look pityingly or disgustedly at them 
while slowly shaking my head, some- 
times with a snotty girl snort or chuckle. 
| do this at people | see catcalling others 
too, and don’t see why you can’t adopt 
the same technique. If a dude catcalls, 
and everyone on the sidewalk in ear- 
shot looks at him like a pitiable fool or 
chuckles at him, it takes the power out 
of the catcall. Don’t look at the object of 
the catcall or bring any more attention 
to her, just subtly make it about the guy. 
He probably won't like that, and | can’t 
promise you won't get flack for it, but it’s 
a small step to a better sidewalk. Thank 
you. 


| really like this approach. My general 
response to cat calls is an eye roll or 
a stare | like to think of as “withering.” 
A muttered “fuck off,” if it’s warranted. 
(God | hate having “sexy” hissed at me 
under the breath). Teaming up on a 
public shaming effort sounds great to 
me. Let’s all do it! See you there. 


xxHannah 


Ask Hannah! - - - Philadel hiedmireregmercom. 
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Howlin’ at you 
every Tuesday! 


Oh, Hey! 


It's the exact temporal second anniver- 
sary of the Philadelphia Secret Admir- 
er! 52 weeks/year and this is 104, yeah? 
So | read the wikipedia about what 
volume means in relation to issue and 
it usually pertains to the year of publi- 
cation. Here, in your trembling hands, 
is the first installment of the third vol- 
ume of the Philadelphia iteration of 
the Secret Admirer. Look at uss, steep- 
ing in small successes and ascending 
ever higher. There's no such thing as 
being too close to the sun. Winky face 
ex oh ex oh ex ohh! 


Poison Ink 
by Hannah Wren 


| woke from a dream that | had snake 
tattoos that wrapped around either 
forearm and extended down onto ei- 
ther hand. They were dark, thick, really 
goddamn dangerous-looking, with in- 
tricate diamond patterns and elongat- 
ed heads that ended at the flesh be- 
tween my thumb and index finger. The 
main thing | remember from the dream 
is not action but image: the view of my 
arms held out so that | could marvel at 
them. It was, | am pretty sure, a dream 
about writing. 


In waking life, you would not confuse 
me for someone with metal hand tat- 
toos. In waking life | wear pins on my 
cardigans. But | have the image of my 
snakey hands stuck in my head now. 
Here is what it makes me think about: 


The tactile satisfactions of snakes. | 
like the way they move as one muscle, 
a twitching ripple that passes down 
their scales under your hand. 


And by extension, dancing - because 
there was a summer night with Sara 
and Ryan and Matty, years ago now, 
we were high and drunk in the East vil- 
lage and we came across a firefighter 
standing in front of his firehouse with 
a boa constrictor on his neck. Sara 
went bounding up to him: “Sir! Could 
we hold your snake??” Yes, we could. 


“chemnpion | of ithe bored and lonely 
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The weight of a boa constrictor across 
your shoulders and looping around 
your arm is really a thing to seek out. 
The ripple along your skin as their 
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muscles twitch, the heavy fluidity. It 
got into me. | asked what the snake's 
name was, and the fireman said that 
| could name it. | said, with drunk so- 
lemnity, “| don’t know why, but the 
snake must be called Victor.” And the 
next morning | woke up and thought, 
oh, right, because Victor rhymes with 
“constrictor.” My unconscious is an idi- 
ot. But anyway, the night before, after 
holding the snake, | danced in a very 
dark, very crowded room feeling so ut- 
terly reptilian, more snake than wom- 
an, a river of scales, sex incarnate, and 
totally, blissfully alone in it, abstracted 
from the crowd, underground, power- 
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It makes me think about the capability cpceucisod 


of my hands, and their potential threat. 
Hand tattoos as signifiers of the differ- 
ence and distance between myself and 
the rest of the world, ones that show 
my aggression, some danger about 
me, immediately, outwardly, in a place 
so visible that | cannot disguise it or 
apologize away from it, a place that 
forces me just to let people see it and 
make what they make of me. 


And then, now, at last: writing. The 
work of my hands. The dream makes 
me wonder: what would it feel like 
to write with snake-like intimacy be- 
tween myself and the task? To let my- 
self enter all the way into it, with a con- 
viction that my hands can come to my 
defense, a feeling that there is some- 
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in courting that kind of exposure, and 
in owning whatever results? How do | 
write my own venom into the page? 
How do | hold it out at arms length and 
marvel at it? 


*RESTRICTIONS 
Pp) VALID WITH OTHER 
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WTF2: é Wacky é Facts! ¥ 
e Russia has more surface 
area than Pluto. ¥ Oxford University ex- 
isted before the Aztec Empire. ¥ France 
was still executing people by guillotine 
when Star Wars debuted. ¥ A human 
weighs roughly as much as 1.6 million 
ants. All of the ants on Earth weigh 
roughly the same as all the humans on 
Earth. ¥ 10% of all of the photos ever 
taken were taken in the past year. ¥ 
Twice as many humans are killed by 
vending machines than by sharks an- 
nually. ¥ It never explicitly mentions in 
Humpty Dumpty that he is an egg. That 
interpretation inexplicably came way 
later. ¥ John Tyler, the tenth president 
of the United States, born in 1790, has 
a living grandson. ¥ Lake Superior 
contains enough liquid to cover the 
entirety of North and South America 


in 1 foot of water. ¥ If the Earth were 
a smooth sphere, water would cover 
the globe in two miles of continuous 
ocean. ¥ Waves over 100 feet tall, 
or monster waves, frequently oc- 
cur unexpectedly in deep ocean for 
no known reason. ¥ For every living 
body cell in your body, there are 10 
bacteria cells. ¥ There is only one 
country between Mongolia and Swe- 
den. ¥ Ball lightning is a disembod- 
ied chunk of lightening that travels 
from cloud to ground during a thun- 
der storm. A ball moves much slower 
than a bolt, and is usually the size of 
a golf ball. The largest on record was 
8 feet in diameter. ¥ Ball Lightening 
is a 6/1 trample haste for 3 red mana 
that must be sacrificed at the begin- 
ning of the next end step. ¥ 


Washington&22 


Overheard m Phila 


toothless guy- And THAT is why | have no teeth! 


Temple U 


person- Fine then. Stay at the bar and I'll just go home and throw up by myself! 


Around Town 


high school guy to high school gal- Look at my nipples! LOOK AT MY NIPPLES! 


Tasker&4 
barista- Prose before bros. 


Library @ 40th 


gal- | learned my lesson about messing around with mayo! 


Table of 6 at POPE 


young white guy- Is it racist that | only like white bread? (nervous laughter) 


everyone else- ... 
ywg- So yes? 


old guy at another table- Not if you TOAST it first. Right? (chortles) 


everyone else- ... 
ywo- ...| don't like it toasted. 


Market&21 


young boy- Once! was so hungry | ate SIX (holds up 5 fingers) SANDWICHES. But 


then | FREW UP. So | ate SEVEN (holds up 5 fingers) SANDWICHES! 
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@Cross 
1. Alon 
5. Avoi 
10. Dismissed life 
14. Hodgepodge 
15. Words of summoning things 
16. The greenest sin 
17. Without pause 
19. Roller coaster expletive 
20. A lemon 
21. Micturition 
22. Bestow with god words 
23. What “Smeared-feces-on-the-wall” 
John did with his feces 
25. The bluest sky 
. 180 from WNW 
. Ina repulsive manner 
. Black tea 
34. Ass holster 
. Foot finger 
. Hugin and Munin’s boss 
. Kunta Kinte’s story 
. Frat party trope 
. Barbie’s main squeeze 
. Hollywood exhalation 
. Peer judge 
. Steel shaper print maker 
. Hoagie 
45. Oven wielder 
46. Self-inflicted onus 
50. How many times you take ina 
double take 
52. Evolve 
54. Pirate muttering 
55. Indian dress 
56. Dalliance 
58. Contributes 
. Nonchalantly unconcerned 
. Diminish 
. Break 
62. A tiny land mass 
63. Poems 


2- Name Harry Potter's pet owl. 
3- Who is currently the fastest human alive? 


1. Letter trains 

2. A part of the small intestine 
3. Diacritical mark 

4. Slayer of hard-packed soil 
5. Main course 

6. Unexpired 

7. Done praying? 

8. Ruin 

9. Is for snake 

10. A hanging fold of loose skin 
11. Gets it after someone dies 
12. Nights before 

13. Colorers 

18. ER grunt 

22. Oat soda 

24. Liquid Television's Flux 
26. Flower wreaths 

28. Choral group 

29. Corporate representation 
30. 525,949 minutes 

31. Facebook flirt 

32. Holy garden 

33. Avian monarchs 

34. Mechanic's outfit 

37. Wander 

38. Ba-bomp! instrument 

40. Do, __, Say, Think 

41. Successful revolutionaries 
43. Bigot 

44, Sextet plus a solo 

46. Analyze syntactically 

47. Lake Nymph 

48. Old forest witch 

49. Sea eagles 

50. Russian Emperor pre 1917 
51. Water walk 

53.Phone tone 


56. Contains the X-Files division 


57.Me and you 


1- Whtat was dispensed fromthe first vending machine? Cigs, gum, drugs, or candy? 


4- Which element has the highest melting point? 
5- Mt Everest is‘on the border of what two countries? 
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